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Voter ID goes
digital as Election
Commission
launches e-EPIC;
Sunderbans home
to 428 species of
birds, records ZSI;
Indian Navy
conducts exercise
AMPHEX – 21
with Army and
Air Force;
Kolkata Gets Its
First 'Young
Readers' Boat
Library' With
Over 500 Books;
Akash-NG missile
successfully
launched, achieves
'textbook
precision': DRDO.



The voter ID has gone digital with the launch today of the e-EPIC, which is a secure PDF version of the electoral identity card
that can either be downloaded on the mobile phone, uploaded as a PDF on DigiLocker, or printed and laminated by the card
holder. The digital version of the voter identity card was launched on the occasion of National Voters’ Day (January 25). All
voters who have a valid EPIC number are eligible to download the e-EPIC.The electronic voter ID is aimed at dealing with the
issue of voters losing their identity cards and as a result facing difficulty in casting their vote. Enrolled voters can either go to
the websites www.voterportal.eci.gov.in and www.nvsp.in, or access the voter helpline on Election Commission’s mobile app to
download the e-EPIC. 
Source: The Week

As per a recent publication of the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Indian Sunderbans, which is part of the largest mangrove
forest in the world, is home to 428 species of birds. The publication, “Birds of the Sundarban Biosphere Reserve”, released by the
ZSI, not only documents the avifauna of the Sunderbans, but also serves as comprehensive photographic field guide, with
detailed distribution and locality data for all the species from the region. The Indian Sunderbans, which covers 4,200 sq km,
comprises of the Sunderban Tiger Reserve of 2,585 sq km — home to about 96 Royal Bengal Tigers (as per last census in 2020 ) —
is also a world heritage site and a Ramsar Site. The publication has been compiled by three scientists — Kaliash Chandra, Director
ZSI, Gopinathan Maheshwaran, head of the bird section of the ZSI and Amitava Majumdar. The scientists said that of the 428
birds listed, some, like the Masked Finfoot and Buffy fish owl, are recorded only from the Sunderbans. The area is home to nine
out of 12 species of kingfishers found in the country as well rare species such as the Goliath heron and Spoon-billed Sandpiper.
Highlighting the significance of the publication, Dr Chandra said India has over 1,300 species of birds and if 428 species of birds
are from Sunderbans, it means that one in every three birds in the country is found in the unique ecosystem.
Source: The Hindu
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Voter ID goes digital as Election Commission launches e-EPIC

Sunderbans home to 428 species of birds,  records ZSI

A large-scale tri-service joint amphibious exercise AMPHEX – 21 was conducted in Andaman & Nicobar group of islands from 21
– 25 Jan 2021. The exercise involved the participation of Naval ships, amphibious troops of the Army and different types of
aircraft from the Air force. The exercise was aimed at validating India’s capabilities to safeguard the territorial integrity of its
island territories. It also sought to enhance operational synergy and joint warfighting capabilities amongst the three Services. The
exercise involved multi-faceted maritime operations by synergised employment of amphibious assault ships, surveillance
platforms, execution of maritime airstrikes and complex manoeuvres at sea. Airborne insertion of Marine Commandos of Navy
and Special Forces of the Army, naval gunfire support, the amphibious landing of forces and follow-on operations also formed
part of the exercise.
Source: The Statesman

Indian Navy conducts exercise AMPHEX – 21 with Army and Air Force

Kolkata Gets Its First 'Young Readers'  Boat Library'  
With Over 500 Books

The West Bengal Transport Corporation in collaboration with a heritage book store has launched a children's library on a boat,
the first of its kind initiative. The idea behind the boat library is that one can read books while appreciating the beauty of
Kolkata, cruising on the Hooghly river. Children will be able to choose from a selection of 500 titles in English and Bengali on
the Young Readers' Boat Library. The boat library would take people on a three-hour-long trip. The trip will start at Millenium
Park, and the boat will travel to Belur Math jetty and return. There will be three trips on all weekdays. The boat has a free wifi
facility as well. A ride on the boat would cost Rs 100 for adults and Rs 50 for children.The library will host activities such as
storytelling, dramatised readings, poetry sessions, book launches, music and more.
Source: NDTV
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Take a pan, add oil and saute onion, garlic, green chilli, curry leaves
along with ginger-garlic paste. Saute till light golden brown;
Add the processed crabs and saute for 5 minutes;
After the crab changes its colour to deeper in 10 minutes on a medium
heat, start adding the dry spice powders- turmeric, coriander, red
chilli, Kashmiri red chilli, cumin, garam masala powder and salt as per
taste. Stir in the spices to ensure the crab is coated well with the
spices;
Add chopped tomato and chop masala and lemon juice. Stir them into
the crab mixture. Add half cup of water since crab cooks from its own
moisture in the meat as well;
Cover with a lid and cook on simmered flame for 5-6 minutes, until
the water from the meat starts oozing out;
Remove the lid and check for the spice levels and adjust if needed;
Once done, garnish the Andhra crab meat masala with chopped fresh
coriander and serve with steamed rice and rotis.

How to Andhra Crab Meat Masala:

About Andhra Crab Meat Masala:
Here's a mouth-watering Andhra recipe that is sure to set your taste buds
ablaze with crab meat tossed into fiery spices, chop masala and a tang of
lime. This is a perfect one to serve with steamed rice or roti.

Source: food.ndtv

200 gms processed crab
meat
60 gms refined oil
2 gram curry leaves
10 gms garlic, chopped
6 gram green chilli
40 gms onion, chopped
15 gms ginger-garlic paste
10 gms coriander, chopped
1 gram coriander powder
1 gram cumin powder
1 gram turmeric powder
1 garam masala powder
3 gram Kashmiri chilli
powder
2 gram salt
1 Lemon
80 gms chop masala
20 gms tomato, chopped

Recipe Servings: 4
Prep Time: 15 mins
Cook Time: 45 mins
Total Cook Time: 1 hr
Difficulty Level: Medium

Ingredients of Andhra Crab
Meat Masala:
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Ambalappuzha Sree Krishna Temple: Built in the typical Kerala architectural style, Ambalappuzha Sree
Krishna Temple is dedicated to Lord Krishna. The temple is famous all over India for the Pal Payasam, a
daily offering of deliciously sweet milk porridge. The temple is also noted for the performance of
Pallipaana performed every 12 years by Velans (sorcerers). The temple also has a majestic display of
paintings depicting the ten avatars of Lord Vishnu (Dasavatharam). Devotees are also reminded that is
here that the first performance of the legendary Ottanthullal, a powerful satirical folk art that comments
on various socio-political issues, was first performed.

Getting there:
Nearest railway station: Ambalapuzha, about 2 km away; Alappuzha, about 14 km away
Nearest airport: Trivandrum International Airport, about 139 km away

Source: https://www.keralatourism.org/
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Aranmula Parthasarathy Temple, Pathanamthitta: The story goes that the Aranmula Sree Parthasarathy Temple had its
idol brought here in a raft made with aru (six) pieces of mula (bamboo). This is what gave the place Aranmulaits name as well.
Dedicated to the Hindu Deity Lord Krishna, the temple is situated on the banks of the Pamba River.Valla Sadya is an important
event held at the temple on the eve of Ashtami Rohini, in the Malayalam month of Chingam. It is the birthday of Lord Krishna
and one of the famous festivals celebrated here. The sadya is massive and includes around 60 varieties of food donated by the
devotees to Lord Krishna, the presiding deity of the temple. An interesting aspect of the feast is that guests theatrically demand
more food by singing in the Vanchippattu style. The legend is that in a Valla Sadya all dishes asked for must be given to the
people in order to please the lord.The procession carrying rice, provision, vegetables and other articles in a specially designed
vessel, Thiruvonathoni, for the feast on the Thiruvonam day at the Sree Parthasarathy Temple is also a fabulous spectacle to
behold.Today, it hosts some of the finest schools for Kathakali, classical dances, classical music and Kalaripayattu. People come
here in large numbers to immerse themselves in the unique and refreshing culture of the place.

Getting there:
Nearest railway station: Chengannur, about 11 km away
Nearest airport: Trivandrum International Airport, about 117 km away

Source: https://www.keralatourism.org/
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